
8th June 2018 

 

We have been hearing many reports of people who have crossed the border between Turkey and Greece, across 

the Evros river, being sent back to Turkey, without being given the chance to claim asylum.  

 

If the police or army do this, they are breaking international law.   This is illegal.  You have a right to claim asylum in 

Greece, when you reach Greece.  We know that for many people Turkey is not a safe country. 

 

Being pushed back from Greece to Turkey is especially dangerous for Kurdish people or anyone who disagrees with 

The Turkish Government.  This puts many Syrian, Kurdish, Pakistani, Afghan and Turkish people in real danger. 

 

We have heard of people, even with Greek papers, being pushed back to Turkey, as far as 100 km away from the 

Turkish border.  Not only people travelling from Turkey to Greece are at risk, but EVERYBODY who wants or already 

has claimed asylum in Greece.  Even people with a white card - and are travelling in the Evros region. We heard a 

number of stories from registered refugees who were pushed back. 

 

While we can’t guarantee that any of this information will help you, as what is being done is completely illegal and 

unfortunately we hear lots of stories of people being pushed back illegally. 

 

We do however, think it could be useful for you to follow some of these precautions  This is what you can do: 

 

Before you travel, make sure you have plenty telephone and data credit in your phone, and that your telephone 

and data credit works internationally.   Always carry a battery pack with you so your phone doesn’t run out of 

charge and ALWAYS carry all your papers with you. 

 

As soon as you cross the border, when you feel you are somewhere safe take a Selfie, with your name, date of 

birth, phone number and GPS location and put it on facebook, send it to as many friends, as you can.  Ideally 

friends in Europe.  Also, send this picture to Refugee Info Bus’s Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/RefugeeInfoBus/ 

 

This can act as evidence if you are forcibly returned.  It will not guarantee your safety, nor will it necessarily enable 

you to stay in Greece.  However, it does prove that you were in Greece and you wanted to claim asylum.  

 

If you are caught by police, try to explain, in English, if you can, that you are a refugee, you are not safe in Turkey 

and you want to ask for asylum.  Explain that you have already notified other organisations and your friends that 

you are in Greece and if you are forcibly returned, they will take legal action. 

 

Print a page in Greek with your Name and Date of Birth clearly written in Greek, which states your request to claim 

asylum.  We have attached a template that you can print out, to this Facebook post, in the comments section. 

 



When you are caught by police, it is likely that they will detain you, take your fingerprints and they will expect you 

to start your asylum application in Greece.  However they must not send you back to Turkey. 


